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Colom‘blana" by Carlos Merio Londono7...beckmse of reveral surrounding factors.

A Yook such as this writien and published by an independent individus 1 voulad ncen
one x..hll’lu. The same book published by the secretary to the President of Colombia
is another thing.

1.1 is rather difficult to evalnate the publication of this book /-"-Ecnnoml’a. Sociali
\

m

2."Carlos Mario Londcfie, the avthor of Beonomia Social Colombianc, ! is at present
seneral secretary to the President of Colombia.. . He iz a youny man in his
thirties whe has had ra.ther T““Cull_“u‘ accomplishments. . . .Durin~ the vresidency or
Laursano Gémez, LondoTo iras izator and azligtor of the 'suerrille! Jrexfars
co.din Anticquia, an capl L&] of‘ vhlch is Medellf{n. The wneyor of Medellin in this
vime was Bernal Ro strepo, brother of Mertfm Bernal Hestrepo, ceneral managzer of
Echavarric Cuﬂ)o. ’l‘hc activities of Londofio are well authenticated and tent to
make Coloubians belicive ‘i & ¢ha civil strife during the time of Laureano
Gdmer was fomented he £ avys in order to create a situation in which [17
vould have to tuh. cuvee Lo maintain the peace. There is apparencly cousiderable
Justification Ffor beliovi irg that w.o Lacification of Colembila, wvhich foolk place
immediately after the overthrow og .. .Gémez, toolk place simply becouse Lhe army
¥as now in conirol and had no furthae: dm‘irc to incite...civil strife. The
ual] authenticated bacl round of Londc®o and his arpezrance as secretary
eneral made the publ u_atlun of this book of ﬂ&l‘LlCUl"“ irportance.

e

2."The book received rnractice. llv no publicity in (ul'wnb-a while I wvas there, all
critics heing apparen vl efre to toveh ik, OF Darticnlar {ntey is the
Azdication on the szcond .. owhich translates as fcllovs: 1o - son Carloc ' LT
Alr e and His Breolleecs ocnor Prasidente of the Republi nant Gueners L
VO ?o,jd., Pinilla, in the assurance that he will put inte efrect the .
SDLi-’ll‘ Christian re: 'ohlt ion in Colorhia.?! On paze 8. ..1is : Feproducad o handwei |
copy of Rojus Pinilla's comrenits. .. YBe has sraspad with wvehs anence and correctne
the b]]euiu of Social Catlolicism whose merits no one who krows Colombia con Jdenr
s bmn" the only thesis that prasents proctical and definite solutions of the
cconomic r -egsitics of the Colombian pveonle, ' Lo
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b M prologue is writton by Mariano Ospina Percu, vho apperentl) is enough of a
practical politician to swim with the tide if he cannot [ind a way to resist it.
the indzx practically sumarizes the boo:. The Tirs® ivo chapters cover the

dlscussion of private cimership, placing cmphasis on the fact that private
propervy must be administered for the benefit of zll. The next three chaptaers
arc an attack on the wealthy groups of the corntry., This ettack is made re-
zardless of the effecis of this group of the productivity of the country.

5. "The second part of the book concernus itself with how to convert Colombia from
Capitalism to 'Catholic Sccialism'. It includes some old ond sone new wrinl:les.
Thz idea of division of the land so that all will have their share is not new, nor
i1s the idea of taxing the rich to redistribute the wealth new. The idea of
changing industry to cooperatlves, of cowrse, patterns itself alter recent Loosc
thinkinz in  Germany and has been heard in the States. Here the; are proposing a
percenta e of the earnings to go to the workers to ba used to by stoclis of the
companies and finally to bas cowned by +he workers throuzh cooperatives (presumably
controlled by the state). The book also emphasizes the idea that banlks should be
owned by the state and loan money at 1ittle or no interest to the individual, and
that they are not for the needs of the vealthy. The book, while stating that it is
not necessary to nationalize the banks, nevertheless by implication points to that
2nd.

6. "It makes every effort to put a Catholic backsround to its propositions because of the
power of the Catholic Church in Colombia. There ara guotations throughout the book
From Catholic authorities that are talien out of context at times and misinterpreted
at other times....

T. "It could be, as most pzople sce to believe In Colombia, that this government is
only attempting to imitate Perdun. This secens more logical than any thhezf inter-
pretation. There are, though, some aspects which pezrhaps nceed to be questioned.
The April 9 1948 riots...while spontancous to a certain extent, nevertheless were
agitated by an organization presumably traced to the Russian Embassy. The ... Embassy
wvas officially thrown out of the country but as far as I know nothing has been done
by the underground group fomenting the riot. L.M. Curric and several others of his
ilk were prominent in th2 economic councils of'...0Ospina Pdrez. Without attempting to
Jndgze present criticisms against Cwrrie, the socialistic idcas which he and others
like him have sponsored [ind ready adhereuts because of political expedieuncy on the
part o£7 those attempting to gain power.The economic advisers who have been sent,
by various international organizations to these countries have left something <o be
desired from the point of view of the US.

8. "Upper classes of Colombia seem to feel that their strons Catholic faith reaches down
into the lower classes and protects them lfrom Communism, forgetting that the lower
classes are Catholics only by force of pressure [1om above. It is too early to
estimate wvhether Coclombia will go down the peth of Argentina and Guatemala in the
sears to come. Colombia cannot afford this type of nonsense if the slightest de-
cline u-limplace in th2 price of coffee. This.would...l=ad to...inflation, controls,
2ud demacogic appea.. to the lower classcec, blaminzg wealth and the US for the
difficulties created by . wir own incompetence...

9. "This may seem to be Jumping at shadows bul the shadows seem a little real down herec.
I vas rather interassted in reviewing correspondence I had in September 1950 re-
garding Chile. I felt at that time I was seeins; the dark side and maybe being

tou pessimistic. I'm wondering now.

10."It is difficult to Forecast the future i'or Colombia under the rather confusing
picture...today. From my poiant of view, the folloving facts stand out:

a):Th: Government of R jas Pinilla shows no sign whatsoever of returning the
country to normal political life. Iu can be presumed that he will retain
pover until thrown out by physical means. This 1is proven by various statements
he and his subordinates have made in speeches. This means eilther a streong
dictatorshilp or a series of revoluitions. Neither political party has any
rhysical power. They also seem to be morally and spiritually bankrupt. RoJjas
Pinilla personally is assuming all the rather valnglorious customs and forms of
a dictator. His cohorts and family are acquiring wealth rapidly...
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b): The budget is going to be high Por‘ZI-5ﬂ7. Tarxes will jeopardize the
economy...A very high percentage of l%he budge27 will be for the army,
thougzh perhaps this will be hidden in various categories not usually
associated with defense projects. y

i c): 50% of all Goverument funds are reguired tc be deposited in a nevly-created

| Beaco Popular which will be a bottomless hole of loans to workers, etc.

This will place a severe strain on!credit...loss of ill-advised loans, etc.,

can also create the necessity for additional taxes.

d): The book...appears to be for the purpose of preparing the masses of people i

for...changes in the economic and political life of Coliombia. Without this ‘
Preparation it i: possible the oligarchic upper classes could frustrate or i
brevent the offorts of this government to achieve a permanent hold upon
the country. Because the existing ﬁwo—party system is vertical in its
distribution.. . the present authoriﬂies are attempting to create = third
party, a labor party with the usual class frame of mind against the
wealthy...The methods and patterns are known and it should not be
difficult for them to do this...

e): In a very short time, 1 to 3 years,| Colombia will face a greatl; réduced
dollar income because of additional‘coffee production in other parts of the
‘ vorld. Therefore, the timing of these problens is difficult for Colombia,
|
£): The large textile mills of Coltejer%and Fabricato and the oligarchic families
seem to be the particular targets of the present government. Colombia may be
a good market for us through 1954, but, barring a revolution, and with almost i
certain lower prices for coffee in 1955 because of coming production in other
regions (Africa), difficultieq_can be Tforeseen. At present T would not place
too mich dapendence on forecdsts beyond carly 195h...Statistical data from the
Present povernmeni must be’ considercdd misleading...unless it can be checked by
other sources." |

|
| EA CODES
LIBRARY SUBJECT & AR

-end-
917.103 7€
789 TE ‘
103 .4 7€ i
770 .1 7€ i
773.2¢ o 7€

CONFIDENTIAL/US OFFICIALS ONLY

Approved For Release 2002/01/03 : C1A-RDP80-00809A000500390191-5



